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Dear Sarah Diwan,

Thank you for participating in the Field 
Museum’s Monarch Community Science 
Project this year! We hope that collecting 
data was a fulfilling experience for you and 
your family. We have enjoyed connecting with 
you through your photos and stories. We’re 
sharing just a few of the many wonderful 
submissions here. 

We would also like to share with you how your 
data are being used. This report contains a 
summary of your data and the combined 
results from all project 
participants. Your data 

will also be submitted 
to the Monarch Larva Monitoring Project, 
which means you’ll be part of monarch 
research at the national level. Last year, 
our data helped Illinois to surpass both 
Wisconsin and Minnesota for most sites 
monitored! After another successful 
season, we’re hopeful we can repeat this 
amazing feat..  

Gratefully, 
Erika Hasle, Karen Klinger, 
Iza Redlinski, and Airis Cervantes

Your Contribution

Our Collective Contribution
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The highlight of my year was that I found an egg just 
as a caterpillar was emerging from it. I watched the 
caterpillar hatch under a magnifying glass, which was 

a once-in-a-lifetime event. 
-Mike Calwas  

Photo by Patricia Nemec

The pie graph above shows that 50% of participants saw 10 
eggs or fewer. It can be frustrating to see so little activity, but 
know that we are learning a lot from the data you provide even if 
you see very little. We found that on average, patches sustaining 
the most eggs and caterpillars typically had: a larger number 
of well established milkweed plants, more than one species of 
milkweed, and a high diversity of blooming flowers.

Results Summary
  Our monarch butterflies had a later start in their breeding cycle 
this year compared to previous years. Through the month of 
June, half as many caterpillars were observed compared to 
2020. Despite this slow start to summer, this year’s participants 
saw 906 more eggs than last year due to the larger number of 
eggs observed throughout July and August. 
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I started gardening with my father at the age of 4 
and continued to learn from his love of gardening 

with flowering and fruiting plants, learning their 
names, scents, and how to care for them. It was 
inevitable that I would create my own gardens, 

which led me to the Monarch Community 
Science Project.
-Lorraine Kells

I enjoyed taking the time to 
look at nature - a little more 

than I otherwise would have.
-Bill Carroll

Photo by Sarah Diwan

Photos by Cathy Streett

Photo by Lorena Lopez

What’s next?
Cooler weather can feel like the end of monarch season. However, 
the choices you make in your garden this fall can prove vital for 
the other pollinators you saw while monitoring. As you are getting 
ready to tidy up the garden, consider leaving the stalks of flowers 
or cutting them no shorter than 18 inches. Those stems, when left 
standing, will provide nesting habitat for many of our native bees. 
Keeping fallen leaves in your garden or at the base of your trees 
offers overwintering habitat for fireflies and larval butterflies and 
moths. Finally, many native plant sales take preorders from January 
to March; visit the Illinois Native Plant Society website for listings. 

See you (and the monarchs) next spring!

Participant Stories
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